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“Common Thread - Two women. Two countries. One shared exhibition: a common
thread” brings together the work of two photographers Ottavia Giola and Noy Finer in a
visual dialogue exploring connection, interpretation and narratives.

Hosted by Lichtundfire in New York, the opening event will be held on Tuesday, March
4, at 6:00 PM, with the exhibition available for viewing from March 3rd.

A Meeting, a Dialogue, a Common Thread

Two women, two Mediterranean countries, two artistic journeys converging in a city
renowned for its intersections and transformations: New York. Here, Ottavia Giola and
Noy Finer met and discovered a shared visual language, a way of seeing the world that
transcends cultural differences and finds common ground in the act of pairing images.

Their collaboration is not about mirroring each other but about creating tension, contrast,
and dialogue. In "Common Thread," individual moments come together, not to confirm
each other, but to build something new. Each image speaks to the next, forming a narrative
that is fluid, open-ended and shaped by interpretation.

"The world is full of moments that have yet to exist. Instances that, while living on their own,
need others to take on meaning: an atheist who needs a God to disbelieve, the day who
needs the night to arrive, a camera that needs a moment in front of the lens.”

Giola and Finer's work invites viewers to explore how meaning is created through
juxtaposition. Pairing is not just placement, it is transformation. The space between two
images becomes as important as the images themselves, creating an unwritten narrative
that unfolds through contrast, rhythm and interpretation.

In a time when images are often consumed in isolation, Common Thread challenges us to
look again, to find the relationships hidden within fragments. It is an invitation to engage,
not just with the works but with the act of seeing itself.
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The Artists: A Shared Vision Through Different Lenses

Giola and Finer graduated from the_ ICP - International Center of Photography in New York
City on the prestigious Director’s Fellowship in 2024. Their work has been featured in
esteemed publications such as The Guardian (Noy Finer explores the emotional
complexities of dealing with personal trauma, drawing from childhood memories and
challenging family dynamics, Ottavia Giola transports us to an alternate reality by
introducing us to “the other woman”) and Este Pais (Giola creates a parallel and fictitious
world to reflect on desire, Finer explores the idea of emotional complexities and personal
trauma).

Brought together by their shared vision and artistic sensibilities, the two photographers
collaborated to create this exhibition, blending their distinct perspectives into a unified
visual narrative.



https://www.icp.org/exhibitions/shared-spaces-2024-icp-recent-graduates-exhibition
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Ottavia Giola (Italy)

Explores the emotional and psychological landscapes of human experience through
photography. With a background in communication design and art direction, her work
blends portraiture, editorial storytelling, and atmospheric tension, capturing fleeting
moments where vulnerability and desire coexist. She has worked across fashion,
advertising, and fine art, using photography as a tool to reveal the interplay between
identity and perception.

Noy Finer (Israel)

Comes from a background in drawing, painting, and literature, which shapes her
approach to photography. Her work often focuses on family, emotional landscapes, and
the way humans relate to their environment. Finer sees photography as a way to layer
personal and collective memories, using images to explore the invisible connections
that emerge through time, place, and memory.

Together, Giola and Finer create an exhibition that is not about two voices speaking in
unison, but about how two perspectives can coexist, challenge, and enrich each
other.

The exhibition, curated by Finer and Giola, will be hosted at Lichtundfire, an art space
dedicated to contemporary visual exploration and conceptual dialogue. Under the
direction of Priska Juschka, Lichtundfire fosters interdisciplinary exchange, providing a
platform where art becomes a shared space for experimentation and thought.

Ottavia Giola Noy Finer
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OPENING RECEPTION: Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Exhibition on View: Monday, March 3 - Wednesday, March 5, 12 PM - 6 PM

Venue: Lichtundfire, 175 Rivington Street, New York NY 10002 | lichtundfire.com

Subway Stop: F/M or J/Z to Delancey & Essex Streets

For Inquiries and Appointments: info@lichtundfire.com or 917-675-7835

Instagram: @lichtundfire and hashtag: #lichtundfire Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lichtundfire

(9 Visit the Official Exhibition Website: commonthreadnyc.org

For more information, contact: Beatrice Giola - Manager bea.giola01@gmail.com

commonthreadnyc@gmail.com | ottavia.giola@gmail.com | noyfiner@gmail.com
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